


CENTRAL ILLINOIS LAKES

DAWSON
EVERGREEN
CLINTON
SHELBYVILLE



FISHING THE CONDITIONS IN

CENTRAL ILLINOIS

BAIT COLORS AND WHY THEY WORK IN
CERTAIN CONDITIONS

BAIT SIZE
FISHING TECHNIQUE

Bobby
Garland

Crappie Baity
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DIRTY STAINED WATER WITH A HEAVY ALGAE
BLOOM ON A BRIGHT SUNNY DAY




ECLIPSE BABY SHAD




1°T WEEK OF JANUARY 2016 CLINTON LAKE
MUDDY WATER WITH BRIGHT SUNLIGHT







PREPPING FORA TRIPTO A
CENTRAL ILLINOIS LAKE USING A
PC

* GOOGLE EARTH
* MAPPING

 WAYPOINT ORGANIZATION (MY HUMMINBIRD
PC)

* CHART WIND SPEED AND DIRECTION
* FOLLOW TEMPS

* ON AVERAGE WE ONLY HAVE 6 HOURS ON THE
WATER TO FIND FISH. THESE TECHNIQUES HELP
NARROW DOWN AREAS.



DAWSON LAKE: TYPICAL NORTH TO SOUTH LAKE WITH SHALLOW
NORTH END AND DEEPER SOUTH END.

* STUMPS, GRASS,
STRUCTURE DEPTH
CHANGES
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~* ALL OTHER TACTICS APPLY

e ONCE ICE COMES OFF THIS
LAKE IS ON FIRE -
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EVERGREEN CHARACTERISTICS

RIVER CHANNELS
CREEK CHANNELS
DITCHES

SMALL DRAINS
ISLANDS

FLATS

OUR MAIN EMPHASIS IS FINDING AREAS NOT
JUST STRUCTURE



USING GOOGLE EARTH
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id Walleye (Saugeye), CatTish,
m;'" w..';‘,’; &Y)ellow Bass.

Bluegill
(Tllinois State Fish)
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KEYS TO EVERGREEN

* LOADED WITH BAITFISH

* WATCH WIND
CTION TO

B D A

“CONDARY CHANG
IN THAT AREA
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CLINTON CHARACTERISTICS

RIVER CHANNELS
CREEK CHANNELS
DITCHES

SMALL DRAINS
SLANDS

-LATS

ROAD BEDS

OUR MAIN EMPHASIS IS FINDING AREAS NOT
JUST STRUCTURE




USE GOOGLE EARTH TO BECOME

FAMIIAR WITH THE LAKE










KEYS TO CLINTON

YOU CAN CATCH GOQOD SIZE FISH YEAR ROUND
LOADED WITH BAITFISH

WINTER SPRING AND FALL FIND THE WATER TEMPS
FROM 45-60.

FIND WINDBLOWN AREAS

SUMMER: FISH CAN BE SCATTERED ANYWHERE BUT
BAIT IS ONCE AGAIN THE KEY. FLATS, WINDBLOWN
BANKS
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STRETCH ATTRIBUTES

WIND HAD BLOWN OUT OF THE WEST
SOUTHWEST ALL WEEK.

LOCATED FISH ON AN EAST BANK
TOURNAMENT DAY FISH WERE GONE.
WIND HAD SWITCHED TO THE SOUTH.

WE MOVED RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER TO
THE NORTH BANK AND THERE THEY WERE.

SPIDER RIGGED AND JIGGED FROM 4-16'.



SHELBYVILLE CHARACTERISTICS

RIVER CHANNELS
CREEK CHANNELS
DITCHES

SMALL DRAINS
SLANDS

-LATS

ROAD BEDS

OUR MAIN EMPHASIS IS FINDING AREAS NOT
JUST STRUCTURE




CRAPPIE USA NATIONAL QUALIFIER
MAY 2015 SHELBYVILLE
4T PLACE
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WoRrLD'S FOREMOST OUTFITTER"
Hunting = Fishing « Outdyor Gear

Bobby 48 &
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PREFISHING 6 HRS

PRIMARY AREA WAS A 100 YD
STRETCH OF BANK AND THE HAD TO COMPLETELY
MOUTH TO FEEDER CREEK ABANDON PRIMARY PLAN

* WENT TO OTHER SIDE OF
THE LAKE WHERE IT WAS
WINDIER

. FWW 117+ FISH
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| WATER LEVEL

DRAIN /

MAIN CREEK BED

CROSS SECTION OF DRAIN



.
w
. ’
.
b
\
.l
9 -
~ 4
T
L B ~ \
- L. ('
4
N a
- - !
o \ v .
: . N LN s
=~ " .
» . /
- | “
> = v
1k 3
A
- -
: - -~
. N q
5
.
EN - -
™ \
D
A
| -
~
. /v/
T
NN
v N
s -
22
-
.




~ HEDGEROW ACROSS RIVER CHAN%




BRUSHPILE WITH LOG AT LOW WATER




NORMAL POOL COMPLETELY SUBMERGED

49'37.65"W l




RECAP

* VALUE OF GOOGLE EARTH AND MAPS
 USE THESE TOOLS TO PATTERN FISH

* KEEP A LOG BECAUSE RARELY DO THEY
CHANGE (EXCEPTION SHELBYVILLE 2016)



JOIN LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS




